
 

 

It’s hard to find positive news in the current situation but the Castle Hill Trust is is 
looking forward to the next phase of re-establishing the Settlement as a prominent 
arts and education facility in Maryport. But in order to do so, it needs more Trustees 
and a new Chair.  
 
It is looking for people with professional skills who can take the project forward.  If 
you have an interest in the arts and or education in West Cumbria, why not consider 
becoming a trustee?  You would be at the start of a new phase in the building’s 
colourful history. 
 
From the day it was built in 1785, the large house on top of Mote Hill, Maryport, has 
commanded the most spectacular views of the harbour and across the Solway Firth 
to Scotland.  In 1937 it was commissioned as an educational establishment and was 
an infants school during 1940-1959.   
 
Cumbria Local Education Authority bought the building in 2006 with the undertaking 
that it continued to house educational provision and so it became the Maryport 
Education Settlement Ltd.  By 2017 it was clear that the model was no longer 
financially sustainable and closure threatened.  However, Maryport newcomer, Jim 
O’Rourke came forward to take over its management, forming a new charity called 
Castle Hill Trust along with two other Trustees, Geoff Wilkinson and Kaye 
Winfindale.  Without their sterling efforts, the building would have closed in 2018. 
 
Since then, there have been two highly successful arts festivals; author talks; coffee 
and chat meetings, as well as art, crafts, language and yoga classes; youth groups 
and games evenings. A beginners Ukulele class had just started before Covid-19 
intervened. 
 
New tenants have been found for the upstairs offices and Room Hire bookings are 
continuing to grow. 
 
A number of significant improvements have been carried out and interior decorating 
has been done by Lakes College Decorating Department, led by Christine Steel and 
Mark Dockerty 
 
 
Chair Jim O’Rourke said “ over the last 3 years we have worked hard to get The 
Settlement to a financially sustainable position.  This we have done, but we now 
need the impetus an injection of new Trustees and a new Chair would bring”.  
 
Trustees will be part of a new dynamic movement to increase arts, education and 
social facilities in the town.  For details of the roles and how to apply, please visit 
castlehilltrust.org.uk for an information pack.  (The first stages of recruitment will be 
carried out remotely and initial interviews will be on line, pending further government 
advice.) 
 
 


